The PASA  Report for February 2010

 Meeting Location: Liberty One Food Court, Second level of Liberty One from 1 to 3 p.m. Current meeting on March 6. next may be shifted from April 3 to April 10 due to proximity to Easter. We will discuss it.

Meeting notes: we had two visitors to our meeting this month:  Wallace Kemp and Janice

Guidotti. Their comments are part of the notes.

Dorothy led off with her Museums report this month talking about the Women in Aerospace exhibit for March, and a book signing of The Official Air and Space Guide  by David Romanouski on the twentyseventh. In April: Family Day on April 10 (Spring,yeah!). These are Smithsonian Institution events. And more, of course.

Larry, our Webmaster, made several points: he asked if we wanted an “ads free site?”. Much enthusiasm.  After he told us the costs our treasurer said” no”. But the suggestion is noted. We also discussed going on twitter and My Space but the present members decided against using them. Larry supplied us with business cards for upcoming events. He will put our meeting notes on the web and keep several months available, and drop older material as time goes on.

Mitch brought up a number of points involving both our publishing in Moon Miners as our publication of record, and the addition of “associate members”. We had not had a members vote on whether to continue using Moon Miners in this way and the members present did not express strong opinions either way except this correspondent. I like the range of materials in the Moon Miners and would subscribe if the group decides to do something else. In addition: Mitch suggested that non members who attend more than three meetings get to be associate members who have the same voting privledges as dues paying members and could participate in our activities, including judging or assisting at the science fairs as members of our group. I did not support this nor believe it is a good idea in general. I also suspect that our bylaws may not allow this nor would our groups insurance coverage apply for non dues paying associates in the event of a problem. I will talk about this at our forthcoming meeting with the group. Mitch also brought the winter Ad Astra, which included Space Ship Two photos! And he brought a special National Geographic Space issue. Great pictures.

Hank Smith told us of some leadership issues in PSFS in the area of who will chair the 2010 Philcon. They usually have this settled by now but this may not be resolved till an April vote. He hopes to go to Lunacon as time and finances allow.
Earl brought in material on the real outer planets: Makemake, Eris ,etc. O.k. the’re Kuiper belt objects, but there pretty big. And if Nemisis exists we could have a real planet sized (at least) body out there. From Sky and Telescope for March, 2010 by David Jewitt. This issue is the one with a description of the use of software to analyze lunar transient phenomena: Lunar TerminatorVisualizationTool(http://ltvt.wikispaces.com/ltvt)
Which lets light paths be analyzed in the hi res data from sources like Kaguyas’ laser altimeter. At least on near equatorial data we should still be safe in thinking that what we see is actually there! And from  the May issue of Analog: a write up in the fact section on Robotic surgery. This should be of interest to all of us: we talked about this and Janice, who has had extensive medical training, thought that the delay time any further than, or even only as far as Geo, might make the use of this technique marginal. The application at l.e.o would be o.k. she thought. The delays would be in the milli second range in this case. Geo would be in the tenths of a second range. This is something that might be impossible to compensate for as the surgeon using the technique might be disoriented by the added time shift between his motion and the response (“his” as generic). Robotic in this is more in the Robert Heinlien “Waldo” vein rather than Asimovs robots. An interesting piece. Read the doctor/ authors biography also. I also looked at Space.coms’
Website and found that a Falcon 9 was on the launch pad. It has not been mentioned in the news as having launched yet, but I suspect it will be up by the time this is printed. This is to be a cargo version test. The four passenger version will be tested later. See the site.
