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For Family Fun, It’s the NJ State Museum’s 22nd Annual

Super Science Weekend!

Saturday and Sunday, January 12 and 13, 2002

Trenton - Chemical wizardry worthy of Harry Potter!  Planetarium and International Space Station Programs!  Live animals!  Thirty-five hands-on Science exhibitors!  And more!  All can be found at the New Jersey State Museum’s Super Science Weekend, Saturday, January 12, from 9 am to 5 pm and Sunday, January 13, from 11 am to 5 pm.  General admission to Super Science Weekend is free, with some programs charging a low-cost admission fee.  

Super Science Weekend, sponsored by PSE&G and the Friends of the New Jersey State Museum promises to be one of the most spectacular to date!  Both days will be filled with dozens of continuous hands-on activities and exhibits. Programs will include special talks, performances and planetarium shows. 

During the weekend the Museum will present four different auditorium shows. On Saturday, visitors can see “Solomon the Science Wizard” at 10:30 am. This show includes lots of audience participation in helping the Wizard do his dazzling science magic while participants learn science principles.  “The Wizards of Chemistry” will bring their own special brand of science magic based on chemical reactions that glow, smoke, pop and change form right before your very eyes. This show will be given at 1 and 3 pm.  Sunday’s offering is Rusty Johnson’s “The Twilight of the Wild” at 1 and 3 pm. Naturalist and wildlife photographer Johnson will bring some of his spectacular animal ambassadors (hawks, falcons, alligator, python and other snakes) and also be available for a book-signing. 
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Weekend planetarium offerings include “Honey, I Shrunk the Solar System,” a show that takes the audience through a scale model of the Solar System to learn about the planets. This show is best for ages 4 through 10.  “Greatest Hits of the Winter Sky” traces the most spectacular sights of the winter sky and is not suitable for children under the age of 4.  On Saturday, “Honey, I Shrunk the Solar System” will be presented at 10 am, noon, 2 and 4 pm and “Greatest Hits of the Winter Sky” at 11 am, 1 and 3 pm.  On Sunday, “Honey, I Shrunk the Solar System” will be repeated at 11 am, 1 and 3 pm; and “Greatest Hits of the Winter Sky” at noon, 2 & 4 pm.  Tickets are $3 per adult and $2 per child under 12. Groups of ten or more are $2 per adult and $1 per child under 12.

A free StarStation One International Space Station Program will take place on Saturday at 10 and 11 am in the Science Theater. “Outpost in the New Millennium” teaches how and why sixteen different nations are building the International Space Station.

Free Science Lectures are open to all in the Science Theatre on both days. Saturday’s programs are “Dinosaurs of New Jersey” by Dr. William B. Gallagher at 1 pm;  “NASA Space Programs 2001-2004: An Overview” by Michael Lewis; and “Paleontology in the Lands of Lewis and Clark” by David Parris at 3 pm.  Sunday’s lectures are “T-Rex in Trenton: Building a Better Dinosaur” by Dr. William B. Gallagher at 1 pm and repeats of “NASA Space Programs 2001-2004: An Overview” by Michael Lewis; and  “Paleontology in the Lands of Lewis and Clark” by David Parris at 3 pm.

Super Science Weekend exhibitors include: Amateur Astronomers Association of Princeton; American Chemical Society – NJ Teachers Affiliates (The Wizards of Chemistry); American Chemical Society – Trenton Section; The American Entomological Society; Burlington County Natural Science Clubs; Council of Elementary Science—New Jersey (CES-NJ); Delaware Valley Paleontological Society and Effective Education, Inc. Also, Fairview Lake Environmental Education Center; Friends of Paleobiology; Garden State Discovery Museum; Hillsborough High School Robotics Team; Jenkinson’s Aquarium; JPL Solar System Ambassador Program; The Mars Society; and Mercer County Naturalist; New Jersey Space Grants Consortium; and New Jersey Water Environment Association.
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Other exhibitors are: Mr. Van the Science Man & NJSM Kaleidoscope Kids; New Jersey Association for Gifted Children; New Jersey Aviation Education Council; New Jersey Department of Agriculture; New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs; New Jersey Forestry Services; New Jersey Geological Survey; New Jersey Paleontological Society; New Jersey Science Teachers Association; New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection Radon Program; and Now & Then.  Also, Philadelphia Area Space Alliance; Philadelphia Zoo; Princeton Plasma Physics Laboratory; Snakes–N-Scales and Turtle Tales; Sterling Hill Mining Museum; Stony Brook Millstone Watershed Association; and Washington Crossing Audubon Society. 

For additional Super Science Weekend information, please call the State Museum’s Bureau of Education at (609) 292-6310, weekdays between 8:30 am and 4 pm.

The New Jersey State Museum, a division of Cultural Affairs within the Department of State, is located at 205 West State Street, Trenton.  Admission is free, and parking is available in the Capitol Complex parking building.  The Museum is open from Tuesday through Saturday, 9 am to 4:45 pm, and on Sunday, noon to 5 pm.  The Museum is closed on Mondays and state holidays.  

The Friends of the State Museum Shop is open from Tuesday through Saturday, 9 am to 4:15 pm, and on Sunday, 1 to 4:30 pm.  For information or directions, please call (609) 292-6464 or visit the Museum’s Web site at www.newjerseystatemuseum.org.
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